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IEEE 802.1ah (Provider Backbone 
Bridge) Context 

802.1ad 
Interfaces 

Provider Backbone Bridge 
Network (802.1ah) 

Provider Bridge Network 
(802.1ad) 

Provider Bridge Network 
(802.1ad) 

Provider Bridge Network 
(802.1ad) 

802.1aj 

CFM - Connectivity Fault Management (802.1ag) runs end-to-end 
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Provider Backbone Bridge Network 
(PBBN) 

• PB: Provider Bridge (as defined by 802.1ad) 
• PBB: Provider Backbone Bridge Edge (as defined by 802.1ah) 

PBB PBB 

PB 

PB 
PB 

PB PB 

PBB PBB 
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Encapsulation 
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Agreed Terminology 
§  IEEE 802.1ad Terminology 

§  C-TAG   Customer VLAN TAG 
§  C-VLAN   Customer VLAN 
§  C-VID   Customer VLAN ID 
§  S-TAG   Service VLAN TAG 
§  S-VLAN   Service VLAN 
§  S-VID   Service VLAN ID  

§  Additional Provider Backbone Bridge Terminology 
§  I-TAG   Extended Service TAG 
§  I-SID   Extended Service ID 
§  C-MAC   Customer MAC Address 
§  B-MAC   Backbone MAC Address 
§  B-VLAN   Backbone VLAN (tunnel) 
§  B-TAG   Backbone TAG Field 
§  B-VID   Backbone VLAN ID (tunnel) 


